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NEWS RELEASE
Cruise Ship Terminal Expansion – Final Stage
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Victoria, BC, Wednesday, January 19, 2011… The final stage of the cruise ship terminal expansion is underway. Greater Victoria Harbour Authority is widening Pier B north so vessels can safely maneuver into the berth. The expansion project includes the dredging of sediment and blasting of seabed rock. “The expansion project is important to ensuring the continued viability of the cruise industry in Victoria. The industry is a significant economic driver 6 months of the year and brings benefits to a range of support services in the region,” said Acting Chief Executive Officer Sonterra Ross.
The terminal expansion project began in the fall of 2009 with the installation of the mooring dolphin. The mooring dolphin and dredging blasting are necessary to ensure the safety of the larger vessels mooring in Victoria. The Ogden Point terminal is Canada’s busiest cruise ship port of call. In 2011, the terminal will host 211 ships, bringing approximately 550,000 passengers and crew. The estimated economic benefit to the region is more than $150 million. This project contributes to the local economy by providing work to contractors Ruskin Construction, Western Grater, Stantec Consulting, Chatwin Engineering and Golder Associates. 
The dredging/blasting project includes transplanting some of the marine ecosystem from Pier B North to the Ogden Point breakwater, removing the sediment by clamshell crane on a barge, and drilling and blasting the underlying bedrock using explosives. The work window for the drilling and blasting components closes February 15, 2011 in time for the start of the herring run. Crews will be working six or seven days a week to ensure the project is completed in time. The rest of the project is anticipated to be complete by February 28, 2011. The first cruise ship of the season arrives on Saturday April 16, 2011 at 8:00am.
The dredge/blast project has gone through rigorous environmental reviews. “GVHA worked closely with the Esquimalt and Songhees Nations and environmental consultants to ensure the project meets the best environmental standards,” Ross said. Two environmental monitors from the Esquimalt Nation are working with the environmental sub-consultants to ensure that birds and marine mammals are not put at risk.
Fish habitat is being created at the end of Pier B to compensate for any loss of habitat. The new habitat will be at least three times the size of the existing habitat.  GVHA will do three monitoring dives over the next five years to ensure that the habitats are returning. Deterrents and monitoring are in place to ensure that the turbidity, wave action and blasting do not have a negative impact on fish, birds and mammals. 
The project site is visible from the publicly accessible parking lot. The sediment removal will offer more visually interesting photo/video opportunities than the drilling and blasting, which will all take place underwater. The sediment removal will continue for the rest of this week and possibly into next week.
Details of the project and the environmental report are available at www.victoriaharbour.org.
Greater Victoria Harbour Authority (GVHA), a not-for-profit society, owns and operates deep water, marina and upland holdings throughout Victoria’s harbour including the large vessel Ogden Point port facility, Victoria’s renowned Fisherman’s Wharf, and the inner harbour’s luxury yacht and marine tourism facility at Ship Point. GVHA’s vision is a harbour where people live, learn, work and play; a spectacular gateway into Victoria’s past and into its future, monumental in look and feel, linking communities and all people together. GVHA is governed by a board of directors representing key stakeholders and the community at-large.
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For more information: 

Rebecca Penz, Manager of Communications, Greater Victoria Harbour Authority

Phone: 250-886-8035
