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NEWS RELEASE
Cruise Ship Schedule & Cruise Industry Outlook
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Victoria, BC, Thursday, March 25, 2010… For the first time ever, Ogden Point is scheduled to have a winter cruise ship call. The Norwegian Star, chartered by Newwest Special Projects LP, will stop in Victoria on February 9th at 8:00am for the day before heading to Vancouver to provide luxury accommodation to Olympic spectators.
The Norwegian Star kicks off the 2010 cruise ship season which is scheduled to see 229 cruise ship calls, from 22 different ships, from 9 different brands. All but one of the scheduled ships has visited Victoria in the past. The Royal Princess’ maiden voyage is on May 23rd. “Scheduled sailings have increased for this year demonstrating the strength of the cruise ship business in Victoria,” said Paul Servos, CEO of Greater Victoria Harbour Authority. “Victoria is the largest port of call in Canada because of location, unique character and the warm welcome to cruise passengers from the community.” 
Many individuals and businesses in the Greater Victoria region benefit from cruise ship calls including tourism destination and transportation providers, longshoremen and logistical support staff, waste and recycling services, retail businesses, and local businesses provisioning the ships. Western Stevedoring, who manages the Ogden Point port facility as GVHA’s agent, anticipate provisioning 22 calls from two Princess vessels. “The cruise lines are happy with the high level of service at Victoria,” said Bob Barlow, manager at Western Stevedoring. “Along with providing excellent customer service to the cruise lines, provisioning ships has the added benefit of increasing employment.” 
In 2009, Ogden Point had 228 visits, including 8 that went to anchor due to high winds, bringing a total of 578,706 passengers and crew to shore. Total spending is estimated at $33.6 million, with a total economic impact of $164.2 million. “With similar numbers to 2009,” Servos continued, “the Victoria community will benefit from this tourism industry during these difficult times in this sector. We are confident that Victoria’s position in the Alaska cruise market will remain strong into the future.”
Greater Victoria Harbour Authority (GVHA), a not-for-profit society, owns and operates deep water, marina and upland holdings throughout Victoria’s harbour including the large vessel Ogden Point port facility, Victoria’s renowned Fisherman’s Wharf, and the inner harbour’s luxury yacht and marine tourism facility at Ship Point. GVHA’s vision is a harbour where people live, learn, work and play; a spectacular gateway into Victoria’s past and into its future, monumental in look and feel, linking communities and all people together. GVHA is governed by a board of directors representing key stakeholders and the community at-large.
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For more information:

Rebecca Penz, Communications Coordinator, Greater Victoria Harbour Authority

Phone: 250-886-8035
