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MEDIA ADVISORY
Last cruise ship of 2010 sails into Victoria
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Victoria, B.C., Friday, October 1, 2010…  The last cruise ship of the 2010 season will be sailing into Ogden Point at 8:00am on Sunday, October 3, 2010. The Norwegian Star, coming from Vancouver and headed to Astoria, will round off another great cruise ship season for Victoria.
This year, Ogden Point hosted 228 cruise ship calls (including 9 ships that went to anchor due to high winds) and 1 pocket cruise ship call on 22 different ships bringing approximately 441,000 passengers. Ship Point hosted 2 pocket cruise ship calls this year with 175 passengers.
“The cruise ship business was once again a shining light for Victoria,” said Sonterra Ross, Acting Chief Executive Officer of Greater Victoria Harbour Authority (GVHA). “The growth in the industry has now leveled off. We believe we are at a sustainable level of cruise ship activity.” While the cruise ship schedule has not been finalized for 2011, GVHA anticipates the number of cruise ships to be around 210. 

Estimated direct passenger and crew spending exceeded $33 Million. The total estimated economic impact is $150 Million. The cruise ship industry in Victoria supports many jobs including longshoremen, recycling collectors, pedicab drivers and many more. “Many industries benefit from the local cruise business,” Ross said. “The passenger spending is well-distributed among small businesses, whether it’s independently owned limo drivers, artisans in the inner harbour, or gift shop operators.”
Ogden Point Terminal also had 4 calls from Yacht Path International, which off-loaded 87 yachts. Other callers include two US Coast Guard vessels, the scientific research vessel Joides Resolution, and the USS Ronald Reagan.

Greater Victoria Harbour Authority (GVHA), a not-for-profit society, owns and operates deep water, marina and upland holdings throughout Victoria’s harbour including the large vessel Ogden Point port facility, Victoria’s renowned Fisherman’s Wharf, and the inner harbour’s luxury yacht and marine tourism facility at Ship Point. GVHA’s vision is a harbour where people live, learn, work and play; a spectacular gateway into Victoria’s past and into its future, monumental in look and feel, linking communities and all people together. GVHA is governed by a board of directors representing key stakeholders and the community at-large.

- 30 -

For more information:

Rebecca Penz
Manager of Communications, Greater Victoria Harbour Authority

Phone: 250-886-8035
